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Poetry that Enlightens and Engages:

 Teaching Students to Write Poetry

Presented by Sarah Cordova and Ilene Cohn


Minilesson

(5-15 minutes)

· Whole class minilesson 

· One teaching point each day; connected to the ongoing unit of study

· Includes modeling, using a mentor/touchstone text

· Includes “Engagement” where students “try it out” in a scaffolded environment before they head to their independent work

· Reiterates the strategy that students will be working on for the day

Independent Time

(20-30 minutes)

· Students WRITE on their own to practice the strategy taught in the minilesson (writer’s notebook, draft, final copy)

· Students make decisions about their own writing 

· Partners work together to act as “the reader”

· Teacher confers with students (one on one, strategy writing  lessons)

Share

(5-10 minutes)

· Teacher highlights  great examples of the day’s strategy used in student writing (observations/conferences)

· Reiterate teaching point of the day

· Connect to tomorrow’s work- the writing process


Thinking about the writer behind the words, noticing author’s craft, imagining the teaching possibilities.
Writer’s Craft  
· How is the poem organized? (sequential order, list, small moment, snapshots, leads and endings, shape poem)

· What do you notice about the way the sentences are structured (paragraphs, short vs. long sentences, etc.)?

· What interesting language/writer’s craft do you notice (literary devices, beautiful language, etc.)?

Illustrations/Photographs 
· How do the illustrations and/or photographs help you, the reader, to understand the writing in a deeper way?  How do the illustrations/photographs keep you engaged (connect to your emotions)?

· What do you notice about how the writing is structured/organized in relationship to the illustrations (text on top/bottom, bordered, left/right, on top of illustrations, etc.)?

Author’s Purpose/Inspiration 
· What do you think inspired the author to write this?

· Can you tell anything about the writer from the dedication or author blurb?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

· What is the writer’s purpose? (to entertain, instruct, persuade, to evoke an emotional response, to provide another point of view, to record an experience, etc.)

· Who is the audience? 

Purposeful Punctuation 
· What do you notice about the use of punctuation (ellipses, exclamation points, colons, em dashes, etc.)?

· What kind of techniques (white space, line breaks, bold or different print), caps does the poet use to show you how the poem should be read?

· Always ask yourself, “WHY did the author/illustrator add this?  How does it affect the way I read, see, experience this text, as a reader?”


"Here's the secret of writing: there is no secret.  But there is a process."
-Ralph Fletcher
We want to teach student and teachers to value the process, not the product.

Generating Ideas:  The time to “brainstorm” lots of possible ideas for topics.  Various strategies are used to gather seeds which might has the potential to turn into a published piece 
Selecting an Idea:  The time to encourage students to find subjects that matter and are relevant to their purpose and intention; Writers think about what more they have to say, the impact on a potential reader and if the topic is important to them 
Collecting:  The time to provide students with strategies for developing and researching their ideas.  This stage is where students will collect more information to add to their draft.  

Drafting:  Help students envision, plan, and organize finished text.  This is the time for organization and making meaning for the reader. 
Revision:  Guide students to effectively craft their writing to fit genre, purpose, and meet the needs of their intended audience.  ‘Re-seeing” their work.  Thinking about a potential reader and making the writing interesting and engaging for them.  

Editing:  Provide “skill” (spelling, punctuation, grammar) instruction directly related to student texts.  

Publishing:  Celebrate and authenticate students’ writing by preparing writing for an audience of readers.


“The Brave Ones” by Eloise Greenfield

We hear the bell clanging

we come in a hurry

we come with our ladders and hoses

our hoses

we come in a hurry 

to fight the fire 

the furious fire

to smother the smoke

the smoke

we don’t have much time

we climb, we spray

we are the brave ones who save

who save

we are the brave ones who save

“Magic Show” by Anna Grossnickle Hines

Sometimes in winter

 while I’m sleeping

  through the night

    inside the house

  all snug and tight,

              outside

 the world is turning

                white.
“I’m Up Here” by Karla Kuskin
I’m up here.
You’re down there. 

And nothing in that space between us

But a mile of air.

Where I sail:

Clouds pass.

Where you run:

Green grass.

Where I float:

Birds sing.

One thin thing there is

That holds us close together:

Kite string.

“Stars” by Carl Sandburg

The stars are too many to count.

The stars make sixes and sevens.

The stars tell nothing – and everything.

The stars look scattered.

Stars are so far away they never speak

   when spoken to.

“My Cat” by Barbara Esbensen

My cat is asleep – white paws

folded under

his chin
He is a soft gray

smudge on the round rug

Dozing in the sun

He is a warm round stone

with a fur collar

My cat is taking

a nap   
Not a whisker

trembles   
Not a hair

moves   
His breath goes

softly in and out

Stay in your holes

mice!   My cat sees you

in his dreams

and he has left

his motor running!

Think of what these poets do at each stage and try to brainstorm some ideas for possible minilessons.  
	Stage of the Writing Process
	Strategies I Noticed by Reading Like a Writer

	Generating

(From where do their ideas come?)


	

	Collecting

(What more information can students write about to add to their topic/s?)


	

	Drafting

(Thinking about structure, organization, making meaning for the reader)


	

	Revising

(Adding interesting language, literary devices, etc.)

	

	Editing

(What type of punctuation, line breaks, white space do poets use to clarify meaning and help reader get their message?)

	

	Publishing

(What do poets add to their writing to enhance the look and feel of the piece?  How will they share their work with readers?)

	


Looking for Staff Development at your school?

Questions or comments? 

Please feel free to contact us.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Sarah Cordova, Director- Distinctive Educator’s Institute, Inc. 

Email:  scordova@deinstitute.org
Website:  www.deinstitute.org
Visit D.E.I. on Facebook by searching ‘Distinctive Educator’s Institute” or “D.E.I.”

Ilene Cohn, Director- Literacy Solutions, Inc.

Email:  icohn@literacy-solutions.net
Website:  www.literacy-solutions.net
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