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ARTICLE I 

Name 

This organization shall be known as the Connecticut Association for Reading Research (CARR) henceforth referred to as the Association, and shall be a special interest council of the International Reading Association (IRA) and an affiliate of the Connecticut Reading Association (CRA).   

ARTICLE II 

Nature and Purpose 

Section 1 – Nature:  The Association shall be a professional organization of individuals concerned with the improvement of reading.   

Section 2 – Purposes:  The purposes of this Association shall be:   

1. To improve reading/language arts instruction in the state of Connecticut; 

2. To advance the status of reading research throughout Connecticut by aiding in the interpretation and application of research findings and , whenever possible, by sponsoring and participating in research studies; 

3. To make available to its members information and resource materials which are developed through cooperative professional endeavors; 

4. To initiate, sponsor, and support legislation directed toward the improvement of reading throughout the state; 

5. To initiate, sponsor, and support legislation designed to assure high professional standards in the field of reading/language arts. 

6. To maintain a proactive voice in proposed changes in the area of reading/language arts. 

  

ARTICLE III 

Membership 

Section 1 – Classifications 

Membership in this Association shall be of four classes: active, associate, honorary, and life.   

Section 2 – Active Members 

1. Active members are educators who meet the Connecticut reading/language arts certification requirements and/or whose major responsibility is in the field of reading/language arts. 

2. Active members have full rights, privileges, and responsibilities as members of the Association, including attending its meetings, participating in its affairs, voting, holding elective office (provided one is a member of the International Reading Association), and contributing to and receiving its publications and source materials. 

3. Persons who are admitted to the Association as active members may remain in this classification. 

  

Section 3 – Associate Members 

1. Associate members are educators interested in the objectives of the Association but whose major job responsibility is not in the field of reading/language arts.  These may include: 

a. classroom teachers; 

b. general supervisors and administrators; 

c. members of the State Department of Education; 

d. faculty members of colleges and universities. 

2. Persons admitted to this Association as associate members may become active members upon meeting the requirements set forth in Article III, Section 2.1, and upon notification to the membership chairperson. 

3. Associate members have all the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of active members, except that of holding elective office, other than delegate-at-large on the Executive Board. 

  

Section 4 – Life Members  

1. Life Members are persons who have retired, have notified the secretary of their retirement, and have requested that their membership be changed to this status. 

2. Life members shall have the right to attend general meetings of the Association, to receive all publications upon request, and to draw upon source material of the Association. 

3. Life members shall not pay m nor be charged with special assessments. 

4. Life membership is activated by submitting a written request to the president.  A request to terminate life membership should also be submitted in writing to the president. 

  

Section 5 – Honorary Members 

1. Honorary members are retired members who, in recognition of outstanding service in the field of reading and, on recommendation of the Executive Board, shall be elected to this status. 

2. Honorary members shall have the right to attend all meetings of the Association, to receive all publications, and to draw upon source materials of the Association. 

3. Honorary members shall not pay membership dues, nor be charged with special assessments. 

4. Honorary members shall continue to receive Association materials and mailings. 

  

Section 6 – Balance of Membership 

The combined number of associate, life, and honorary members shall not exceed seventy-five percent (75%) of the number of active members.   

Section 7 –Membership 

1. Attendance at one general meeting during the past membership year is encouraged as evidence of commitment to association ideals.  Attendance at the CRA Annual Conference counts as a CARR meeting. 

2. New members shall be recognized at the annual breakfast meeting in May. 

  

Section 8 – Use of the Association Name 

The name of the Association shall not be used by individual members for purposes of certifying their professional preparation or competence in the field of reading or the promotion of services or products.  Violations shall be reported to a member of the Executive Board.  At the Executive Board’s discretion, the violation may result in the referral to the IRA Professional Standards and Ethics Committee. 

  

Section 9 – Membership and Fiscal Year 

      1. The membership year and fiscal year shall begin on July 1 of each year, and extend through June   30th of the following year. 

     2. All memberships shall expire on June 30 of each fiscal year. 

    

Section 10 – Membership Dues 

1. Membership dues shall be payable to CARR via the treasurer. 

2. In order to be included in the annual directory, membership dues must be paid no later than August 1. 

3. Memberships in the International Reading Association (IRA) and Connecticut Reading Association (CRA) are strongly recommended for all Association members. 

  evision
Section 11 – Termination of Membership 

1. Any member who has not paid dues by September1 becomes inactive.  A member whose dues are delinquent shall be notified immediately before his or her name is eliminated from the membership roster. 

2. The membership of any person in the Association may be terminated by a two-thirds vote of the Executive Board after finding that the continued membership of that person is contrary to the interests, purposes, or ethical standards of the Association. 

3. Before final action is taken, the member shall be given the opportunity to defend himself/herself. 

  

Section 12 – Reinstatement of Membership 

A member may be reinstated upon payment of the current year’s dues and after attendance at one meeting unless Article III, Section 11.3 applies. 

Section 13 – IRA Council Membership 

The Association shall be in good standing and entitled to representation at the meeting of the International Reading Association Delegates Assembly if at least 10 members have paid dues to the Association and the IRA for the current year. 

  

ARTICLE IV 

Officers, Terms, Nominations, Elections, Vacancies 

  Section 1 – Officers 

The officers of the Association shall be a president, vice-president, who shall be president elect, recording secretary, corresponding secretary, treasurer, and two delegates-at-large of the Executive Board.  Any active member in good standing who is also a member of the IRA is eligible to be an officer in the Association. 

Section 2 – Terms of Office 

1. The term of the office of the president, vice-president, recording secretary, and corresponding secretary shall be for one membership year. 

2. The terms of the treasurer and the delegates-at-large shall be for two membership years. 

3. Each elected officer shall assume the duties of his/her office at the annual breakfast meeting in May. 

4. Each elected official shall be a member of the International Reading Association (IRA). 

  

Section 3 – Nominations 

1. Initial nominations for officers mentioned in Article IV, Section 1, shall be made by a nominating committee of not fewer than four (4) members. This committee should be comprised of the immediate past president, the present president, the current vice-president, and the membership chairperson. Each nominee must be a member of the Association and of the IRA.   Advanced consent to serve if elected shall be secured previously from each nominee by the committee. 

2. The chairperson of the Nominating Committee shall be the immediate past president. 

3. Each year the Nominating Committee shall propose a slate of officers including president, vice-president (president-elect), recording secretary, corresponding secretary, and the delegates-at-large. 

4. Every second year the proposed slate of officers shall include nominees for the office of treasurer. 

Section 4 – Mode of Elections 

1. All officers, except the president, shall be elected at the annual meeting in March.  After the slate from the Nominating Committee has been presented to the assembly, the president shall give the members an opportunity to propose nominations for each officer from the floor.  If nominations are not made from the floor, the recording secretary shall be directed to cast one vote for the Nominating Committee’s slate.  In the event that the recording secretary is not in attendance, the current president will designate a member of the current board to cast the deciding vote. 

2. If there shall be more than one nominee for any office, voting for such office(s) shall be by ballot.  Ballots shall be prepared for distribution at the Annual March meeting, and returns tallied by the Nominating Committee.  A majority of votes cast by the membership present shall be necessary for election. 

  

Section 5 – Reporting 

1. The president, via the state coordinator, shall be responsible for reporting the newly elected officers to IRA headquarters, using the official forms provided by the International Reading Association. 

  

Section 6 – Term of Office 

1. Each elected officer shall assume the duties of the office at the annual breakfast meeting and shall continue to serve for the duration of the term. 

  

Section 7 – Vacancies 

1. If a vacancy occurs in the office of the president, the vice-president shall succeed to the presidency and will continue in the office of president the following year. 

2. If a vacancy occurs in the office of vice-president, the office shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment of the Executive Board.  Such appointee shall fulfill all the duties of the vice-presidency, except that this person shall not be considered president-elect. 

3. If a vacancy occurs in any other office, the Executive Board shall fill the office by appointment until the annual election. 

  

Section 8 – Duties of Officers 

1. The president shall be responsible for carrying out the purposes, policies, and programs of the Association.  The president shall acquaint the vice-president with the duties and obligations of the presidency.  The president shall be an ex-officio member of all committees, and shall appoint, with the approval of the Executive Board, all committee chairs not otherwise provided for in the constitution and bylaws.  This officer shall have on hand for ready reference at every meeting a copy of this constitution and Robert’s Rules of Order, revised. 

2. The vice-president shall be considered president-elect and shall become familiar with the duties and responsibilities of the presidency.  This officer shall, in the absence of the president, assume the duties of the president, and shall serve as chairperson of the Program Committee. 

3. The recording secretary shall record and keep in permanent form, full and accurate minutes of all meetings of the Association and of the Executive Board.  Copies of the minutes of each Executive Board meeting shall be mailed to all Executive Board members within two weeks following each Board meeting.  This officer shall have on hand for ready reference at every meeting a copy of this constitution and Robert’s Rules of Order, revised. 

4. The corresponding secretary shall keep an accurate record of the total membership, including names and current addresses, and shall notify members of all meetings at least two weeks in advance.  This officer shall conduct all other official correspondence for the Association. 

5. The treasurer shall, at the last Executive Board meeting prior to the start of each fiscal year, in cooperation with the Finance Committee, submit for approval a budget reflecting income and expenses.  The treasurer shall collect dues, report to the membership chairperson members who have failed to pay their dues, and place on deposit and keep an accurate record of the Association’s funds.  This officer shall make prompt payment by check for duly authorized bills, present a financial statement at each regular meeting of the Association, and file a complete financial report at the annual meeting in May.  Books must be submitted for completion of an internal audit by June 30th of each year.  See Article VII, Section 6.2. 

6. The delegates-at-large shall participate at all Executive Board meetings to represent and report any concerns of the active or associate members, and to assist the president in special projects. 

  

ARTICLE V 

The Executive Board 

Section 1 – Members of the Executive Board 

The Executive Board shall include:  (1) the president; (2) the immediate past president; (3) the vice-president; (4) the recording secretary; (5) the corresponding secretary; (6) the treasurer; (7) two delegates-at-large; and (8) the chairpersons of the standing committees.   

Section 2 – Responsibilities of the Executive Board 

1. The Executive Board is the executive agency of the Association.  Between membership meetings, this Board represents the Association in the conduct of its affairs. 

2. The Executive Board shall schedule at least three (3) meetings of the assembly. 

a. There shall be at least three (3) Executive Board meetings of the Association annually. 

b. New agenda items for the Executive Board must be submitted to the president at least two weeks prior to the meeting. 

c. The May meeting shall be the annual breakfast meeting and the final Assembly for the fiscal year. 

3. All motions of the Executive Board shall be available to the members of the Association upon request. 

4. When the Executive Board is not in session, the Executive Committee, consisting of the officers of the Association, is empowered to act on behalf of the Association. 

  

Section 3 – Quorum 

A quorum for conducting Executive Board business shall consist of 20% of the Executive Board members. 

  

ARTICLE VI 

The Assembly 

1. The assembly shall consist of the members of the Executive Board and all other members of the Association. 

2. The assembly shall be the legislative body of the Association and shall have full power and authority over the affairs of the Association, within the limits set by these bylaws.  It shall have authority to review decisions made by the Executive Board and to accept or reject them. 

3. A quorum shall consist of 20% of all those eligible to vote in the assembly. 

  

ARTICLE VII 

Standing Committees 

  Section 1 – Standing Committees 

1. There shall be the following designated committees:  1) Program; 2) Arrangements; 3) Finance; 4) Membership; 5) Studies and Research; 6) Governmental Relations; 7) Publicity; 8) Publications; 9) Constitution and Bylaws; 10) Nominations; 11) Scholarship; 12) Secondary Reading; 13) Archives; 14) Executive, 15) Gifts, Bequests, and Endowments . 

2. The number of standing committees may be increased or decreased upon the recommendation of the Executive Board and approval shown by a majority of votes cast at the Assembly. 

  

Section 2 – Chairpersons of Standing Committees 

1. The vice-president shall serve as chairperson of the Program Committee. 

2. Chairpersons of all other standing committees shall be appointed from the membership by the president with the approval of the Executive Board. 

3. Chairpersons of standing committees shall inform the Executive Board of progress within their committees by means of:  1) written reports or 2) oral reports at Executive Board meetings. 

  

Section 3 – Committee Representation 

1. The president is ex-officio member of all standing and special committees, but does not have voting power on these committees. 

2. The president shall designate one representative to the Annual IRA Delegates Assembly. 

  

Section 4 – Program Committee 

1. This committee shall be responsible for planning the Association meetings, and for obtaining the approval of the Executive Board for all plans. 

  

Section 5 – Arrangements Committee 

1. This committee shall be responsible for obtaining a meeting place suitable for each Association program and for making all other necessary arrangements. 

2. The Arrangements Committee shall work in cooperation with the program chairperson and the corresponding secretary. 

  

Section 6 – Finance Committee 

1. It shall be the duty of this committee to work with the treasurer on the preparation of an annual budget. 

2. This committee, in cooperation with the treasurer of the Association, shall provide for an annual internal audit. 

  

Section 7 – Membership Committee 

1. It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to keep accurate records of the attendance at Association meetings. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Membership Committee to notify members in danger of losing their membership. 

3. This committee shall prepare and distribute to members a directory of members’ names, addresses, telephone numbers, positions, membership classifications, and status of membership in IRA and CRA. 

  

Section 8 –Studies and Research Committee 

1. This committee shall inform members of current research, encourage and assist with research studies, and shall carry out projects and studies designated by the Association. 

2. All research undertaken by the committee must have the approval of the Executive Board. 

3. Any research so designated in Article VII, Section 8.2 shall be the property of the Association, the Association will be considered the author, and the Association will copyright such studies and/or research in the name of the Association should copyright be desired by the Executive Board. 

4. Contributors to the research will be listed on the acknowledgments page and principal investigators may be listed on the title page. 

5. Studies and/or research conducted by the Association shall be in accordance with the International Reading Association Code of Ethics, the Ethical Standards of the American Psychological Association (APA Manual), and the American Education Research Association. 

6. Anyone desiring to publish or present work that is created under CARR must request permission in writing to the president of CARR.  The president will then seek the advice and consent of the Executive Board. 

7. The president disseminates, in a timely manner, all correspondence involving copyrighted and non-copyrighted CARR materials to the research chairperson who will contact all contributors involved. 

  

Section 9 – Legislation/Governmental Relations Committee 

      This committee shall be alert to, and keep members informed of, legislation related to       certifications or other matters pertinent to the purposes of the Association.   

Section 10 – Publicity Committee 

 It shall be the duty of this committee to publicize all meetings and activities of the Association.   

Section 11 – Publications Committee 

The chair of this committee shall serve as editor of the CARReader and with committee assistance shall be responsible for the preparation and distribution of the CARReader in accordance with APA standards. 

Section 12 – Constitution and Bylaws Committee 

 This committee shall review the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association every three years and recommend to the Executive Board changes deemed necessary.   

Section 13 – Nominating Committee 

This committee shall be responsible for nominations as designated in Article IV, Section 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, and Section 4.   

Section 14 – Scholarship Committee 

1. This committee shall consist of a minimum of six (5) members in good standing appointed by the scholarship chair drawn from, but not limited to, the list of past presidents. 

2. The committee shall contact each Connecticut university that has an accredited graduate program for certification as a literacy specialist (either graduate program leading to remedial reading/language arts teacher, reading/language arts consultant, or doctoral program in curriculum with a concentration in reading/language arts), and ask for recommendations for a recipient of the scholarship. 

3. The scholarship committee shall review the applications from the responding Connecticut universities and make a selection for the scholarship to be awarded at the annual May meeting.  The chair does not vote unless there is a tie. 

4. The CARR scholarship shall be named the Wirth-Santoro Scholarship in remembrance of Ethel Wirth and Ida Santoro and their dedication to the Association and this committee. 

  

Section 15 – Secondary Reading Committee 

This committee shall inform members of current issues in secondary reading/language arts and work to involve secondary membership.   

Section 16 – Archives Committee 

This committee will keep historical records of Association activities, sample programs, and photographs.  The committee will prepare and display an Association exhibit on selected occasions.   

Section 17 – Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee, consisting of the officers of the Association, is empowered to act on behalf of the Association.   

Section 18 – Gifts, Bequests, and Endowments

      1.  The committee may be appointed that shall be composed of five members:  the treasurer, finance committee chairperson, with two past presidents and one current Executive Board member chosen by the current president.   The current president shall select the chariperson of the committee from among the committee members. 

      2.  All donations of a monetary nature (gifts, bequests, endowments, or other monetary donations) must be used only for research and/or research scholarships unless otherwise designated by the donor. 

       3.  Sizable monetary donations shall initially be put into CDs or other low to risk free investments, with interest earned to be used for research and scholarships or related uses as determined by the executive board.

      4.  Notice of such donations shall be acknowledged in the CARReader and other publicized to encourage members and interested educators to help fund CARR's research and scholarships.

  

Section 19 – Special Committee 

Special ad hoc committees may be authorized by the Executive Board or members at an Association meeting and shall serve for a specified period.     

ARTICLE VIII 

Parliamentary Authority   

1. The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order, revised, shall govern the proceedings of the Association. 

2. A majority of membership in attendance shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of Association business. 

  

ARTICLE IX 

Amendment 

Section 1 – Origin 

An amendment to the bylaws shall be proposed by: (1) a quorum of the Executive Board; (2) a committee appointed by the president with the approval of the Executive Board; or (added to clarify) (3) twenty members of the Association assuming sponsorship for an amendment.   

Section 2 - Procedure for Amending 

1. The proposed amendments shall be approved by the Executive Board prior to submission to the International Reading Association for review and approval. 

2. Proposed amendments shall be sent to IRA headquarters for approval prior to submitting them to members.  Once approval has been obtained, this Constitution may be amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at any regularly called meeting of the Association, provided that notice of the proposed amendments shall have been sent to all   members at least two weeks before the meeting at which action to amend will take place. 

  

Section 3 – Incorporation 

1.  Amendments shall be incorporated into these bylaws. 

    

ARTICLE X 

Dissolution 

In case of the dissolution of this Association, any assets remaining after paying or making provision for the payment of all liabilities of the Association shall revert to the International Reading Association. 

  

ARTICLE XI 

Special Interest Council 

Each special interest council of the International Reading Association shall be entitled to one delegate at the IRA Annual Convention, provided the delegate has paid dues for the current year to the International Reading Association.  One person may represent only one council in the Assembly.  A council may send an alternate for each delegate; an alternate may vote only when the delegate is absent. 

  

        

Revised 06/2008 
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