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Children need to be in control of their own learning, know how to learn together, know how to teach, know how to solve their own social problems, and know that they can do those things.  
Dialogic Classrooms are Characterized by:
	Comfort with uncertainty and focus on making meaning – responsibility
· I wonder …  maybe…. perhaps … 
· Open-ended questions

· How could we check?
Valuing difference and disjuncture –multiple perspectives (real or imagined, but expected) and evidence
· Are there any other ways to think about that? Any other opinions?
· Hmmm. What do others think?
Symmetrical power relationships and mutual engagement  

· Use uncertainty markers: maybe, perhaps, I wonder

· Offer ample wait time

· No judgment of ideas – yes, good, well…, right. Instead, try Hmmmm. 

· Value children’s contributions (e.g. Thanks for straightening me out on that.. Remember when John taught us..)  
· Arrange for class members to manage turn-taking without you

· Teach children to listen to each other. E.g. Do not repeat children’s good ideas so the class can hear them, and ask them to report to the class what their partner had to say rather than what they had to say

· Remind children to speak directly to each other rather than through you

· Position the students in a circle so they can speak and listen to each other and see each other’s reactions

· Position yourself physically as much as possible at the same level, and either in the circle or outside it.
	A social imagination – e.g.
· How do you think he felt about that? As a scientist? 
· What is he thinking? How can you tell? 
· I wonder why she got mad?

· I wonder why the author chose that word.

Understanding how to think together and valuing doing so (extended exchanges among 3 or more students, more follow-up questions) – e.g.
· Can we build that idea bigger? 
· I notice Laurel that when he was talking it sort of jogged your mind – what were you thinking?
· Make sure each person has a chance to say something so that your learning grows from each other. 
· When you put those two ideas together for us, it helped us to understand that…
· I heard each of you sharing your ideas with your partner.  These great ideas will help us to understand the story better!
· Building a conversation: 

· I wonder, perhaps, I think
· That’s like
· I agree with you (because)
· I disagree with you (because)
· I can add on (I agree, and) 
· I have evidence
· What do you mean? I’m confused.

· What are you thinking? 

· I can act on that/what could we do about that?


Significance of Dialogic Classrooms: 

“Students recalled their readings better, understood them in more depth, and responded more fully to aesthetic elements of literature than did students in more typical, monologically organized classes” Overcomes potential disadvantages of SES, track, race, and ethnicity.   (Nystrand, 2006)

Cognitive growth is “more likely when one is required to explain, elaborate, or defend one’s position to others as well as to oneself; striving for an explanation, often makes a learner integrate and elaborate knowledge in new ways” (Vygotsky, 1978)
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